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The Big Picture

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Benefits
Report_Final_March20142.pdf
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What’s New

Margin Markings within the 2015

 Solid vertical lines indicate a technical change
from the requirements of the 2012 (2009) edition.
 Arrows indicate where a section, paragraph,
item in a list, exception or table has been deleted.
 A single asterisk [*] indicates that text or a table
has been relocated elsewhere in the code.
 A double asterisk [**] indicates that the section
or table immediately following has been relocated
here from a different section.



What’s New: Residential

 Major change: RE-188

 Institutes an Energy Rating Index compliance path

 New exemption to § R402.2.7

 Allows for floor framing cavity insulation not to be in contact 
with the underside of the subfloor decking as long as it is in 
contact w/ the topside of sheathing or continuous insulation 
installed on the bottom side of floor framing

 New section R402.2.13

 Addresses “walls with partial structural sheathing”

 Significant revision to R402.4.1.1 ‘Air Barrier and Insulation 
Installation’

 Splits the ‘criteria’ column into separate ‘air barrier’ and 
‘insulation installation’ criteria. 

 Testing for building envelope air leakage under § 402.4.1.2 revised 
to require that all testing been done in accordance w/ ASTM E 779 or 
ASTM E 1827

http://www.imt.org/uploads/resources/files/IECC_Fact_sheet-
2015_residential_changes.pdf



What’s New: Commercial
 Several changes to the Commercial Code yield incremental 

efficiency gains

 The rest reorganize and clarify the code

 Most changes concentrated in Lighting and HVAC

 C103.2.1 Building thermal envelope depiction
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Pathways to Comply

http://esbof.org/pdf/2015_IECC_Transition_from_2009_IECC_comme
rcial.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Residential Options

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Residential Options: Prescriptive

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf
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Pathways to Comply

Residential Minimums

Wood Frame Walls Ceilings Floors

2006 2009 2012 2015 2006 2009 2012 2015 2006 2009 2012 2015

1 13 13 13 13 30 30 30 30 13 13 13 13

2 13 13 13 13 30 30 38 38 13 13 13 13

3 13 13
20 or 
13+5

20 or 
13+5

30 30 38 38 19 19 19 19

4 except 
Marine

13 13
20 or 
13+5

20 or 
13+5

38 38 49 49 19 19 19 19

5 and 
Marine 4

19 or 
13+5

20 or 
13+5

20 or 
13+5

20 or 
13+5

38 38 49 49 30 30 30 30

6
19 or 
13+5

20 or 
13+5

20+5 or 
13+10

20+5 or 
13+10

49 49 49 49 30 30 30 30

7 and 8 21 21
20+5 or 
13+10

20+5 or 
13+10

49 49 49 49 30 38 38 38



Pathways to Comply

Steel Framing

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Truss Exception 1

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Truss Exception 2

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Residential Options: Prescriptive Alt.

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Minimum U-Factors

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf



Pathways to Comply

Residential Options: Performance

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf
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Pathways to Comply

Commercial Minimums



Challenging Details

Labeling

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf

 A permanent certificate shall be posted on a wall in the space where 
the furnace is located, a utility room or an approved location inside the 
building.
 The certificate shall list the predominant R-values of insulation 

installed



Challenging Details

Baffle Requirement

https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/becu/2015_IECC_resi
dential_requirements.pdf
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Challenging Details
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Q&A

Thank you



Q&A

Questions?

James Ball

jamesball@magrann.com

202.821.3734

mailto:jamesball@magrann.com

